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Dear Voter

I am your Green Party candidate for the Sawston Division 
in the County Council elections on 2 May.  

I have lived in Stapleford since 1986 and am currently 
convenor of the Stapleford Environment Group (SEG). 
If elected I shall work hard on your behalf to achieve a 
more sustainable, fairer and secure future for us all.

I hope you will find time to read this leaflet and will give 
me one of your votes. Thank you! Linda Whitebread

Alternatives to the obsession with ‘Economic Growth’

In a world of limited resources - eg oil, water, metals and other raw materials - our 
economic system depends on ever-increasing consumption.  This is crazy!  And its not 
fair - our present way of life has resulted in wealth for a few, but poverty or at best 
financial insecurity for most.  We must move to a different way of doing things that 
provides rewarding jobs and security for all, but which encourages conservation rather 
than overconsumption and treats the natural world with the respect it deserves.

Nationally the Green Party has policies that would create a steady state economy that is 
not obsessed with more for the sake of more.  We would rein in the excesses of banks 
and the financial sector, whilst reducing dependence on global trade and curtailing the 
production and use of fossil fuels.

A regional conference in Cambridge last year discussed local initiatives that are now 
being put into action.  These included food projects, a community bakery, energy 
initiatives and local currency & sustainable savings schemes.  Locally, groups such as 
SEG and Sustainable Shelford are doing much to promote sustainability.  Activities can 
include promoting energy efficiency, domestic and community composting, seed swaps, 
cropshare and henshare schemes, and community orchards.

Please vote for me on Thursday, May 2nd and when you have the opportunity, please 
consider supporting action for sustainability in your own locality.
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The Green Party faces up to the hard issues honestly and has a full range of 
common sense policies based on long-term thinking. 

The Green Party believes radical changes are needed. Too many of us are 
using too many resources, too quickly. Rather than chasing growth in our fossil 
fuel economy and ignoring scientists’ climate change warnings the Green Party  
strives to create a positive future of more localised “bioregional” economies. 

FOOD - as oil gets more expensive the current patterns of large scale industrial 
agriculture and food transportation will have to change. The Green Party wants 
reliable local food networks based on smaller scale village farms, smallholdings, 
allotments, farmers’ markets and village food hubs.

ENERGY - the Green Party wants new jobs in the growing clean energy sector. 
Insulating housing to high environmental standards will not only create jobs 
but also yield significant energy and cost savings. 

HOUSING - a Green County Council would help create more affordable homes 
and bring unoccupied properties back into use.

TRANSPORT - new walking and cycle paths are very important but public 
transport needs to provide regular and punctual services. Rather than more 
widening of the A14 we need traffic reduction, especially of inefficient global 
HGV traffic, and an increased investment in railways.

EDUCATION - We have a great legacy in our village colleges, but now we need 
to prepare young people for the challenges of the future.  They must help to 
build a society that can make the transition from oil dependency to local 
resilience, whilst coping with the impacts of climate change. 

On Polling Day, Thursday, May 2nd  please consider supporting 
the Green Party - positive action for the future of Cambridgeshire
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